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CONSULTATION RESPONSE FROM EDINBURGH AIRPORT, SCOTLAND
 
Edinburgh Airport Limited (“EAL”) agrees that in order to avoid distorting competition, aid
should not be granted to small airports located in the vicinity of existing airports.
 
EAL does not believe that the proposed criteria for assessing whether a small airport is in the
vicinity of another airport (draft Article 56(a), paragraph 4) are set at appropriate levels.
 
Throughout the EU many different economic, market, and geographical situations exist with
respect to how accessible, regional or remote a small airport actually is, and therefore whether
the granting of aid will meet the objectives of the GBER and (conversely) not distort
competition.  Small airports situated over 100km or 60 minutes from other airports may not in
all cases be remote, and may encroach on the catchment area of an existing airport which is
not state funded (distance and travel time between two airports in one place in the EU may not
present the same competitive constraints as they do between two airports in another).
 
We believe that if the individual notification requirement is to be removed, with the attendant
loss of subjective judgement by the Commission, then the Article 56(a), paragraph 4 criteria
should be set at a considerably higher level to counteract the potential issues identified above.
 
An alternative test, which would retain the advantage for the Commission of reducing routine
notifications from small airports, but which would also take account of the increased likelihood
of competition distortions the larger and closer an existing airport is, would be to apply the test
on a sliding scale.  An example of such a scale would be:
 

Passenger Traffic Per Annum of
Existing Airport
 

Minimum distance or travelling time
from Existing Airport by car, bus,
train or high-speed train
 

Up to 3m 100km or 60 minutes
3-5m 125km or75 minutes
5-7m 150km or 90 minutes
7-9m 175km or105 minutes
9m or greater 200km or 120 minutes
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